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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

re) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
tatfe S States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on : ar , apphcaUon for 
Latent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
EatLT PPlication filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) ^^f^f'S^^ 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Breen et al (U.S. 
Pub No 2004/0002913 Al). 

3 As per claims 1 , 7 & 1 7 Breen disclosed an information transfer protocol system 
connected to a network, a computer with a display for a user connected to the network, and an 
information transfer protocol using the network and supporting a process describable as a finite 
state machine and a state dependent information transfer message where the information transfer 
protocol system comprising the finite state machine describing the process, an information 
storage, a process state storage (paragraphs 34, 49, 50); receives a first state dependent 
information transfer message from the network; determines from the process state storage, the 
first state dependent information transfer message, and the finite state machine describing the 
process, the next state of the process; determines from the next state of the process, the first state 
dependent information transfer message, and the information storage, the information needed to 
be entered by the user; generates a screen displaying information from the first state dependent 
information transfer message and the information storage and requesting the information needed 
to be entered by the user; sends the screen to the computer with the display for the user to enter 
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the requested information; receives the requested information entered by the user; updates the 
information storage; updates the process state; creates using the information entered by the user 
and information from the information storage, a second state dependent information transfer 
message; sends the second state dependent information transfer message to the network; and, 
completes the operation on the first state dependent information transfer message (paragraphs. 
69,81). 

4. As per claims 2 & 16 Breen disclosed the information transfer protocol system of claim 
1, wherein the network is the Internet and the computer with a display uses a Web browser for 
the display program (paragraph. 50). 

5 As per claim 3 Breen disclosed the information transfer protocol system of claim 1 , 
wherein the contents of the information storage or process state storage may be accessed from 
the network (paragraph. 49). 

6. As per claim 4 Breen disclosed The information transfer protocol system of claim 1 , 
wherein the contents of the information storage or process state storage may be altered from the 
network (paragraph. 49). 

7. As per claims 5 & 20 Breen disclosed the information transfer protocol system of claim 
1, further comprising a rule storage and a field value storage and before determining the 
information needed to be entered by the user, determines from the next state of the process 
(paragraph. 34), the first state dependent business information transfer message, the rule storage, 
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and the field value storage, if an automated response is to be sent and if so determined 
(paragraph. 78): • creates using the information from the information storage, the first state 
dependent transfer message, and the rule storage, a second state dependent information transfer 
message; • sends the second state dependent information transfer message to the network; • 
updates the information storage and the process state; and, • completes the operation on the first 
state dependent information transfer message (paragraph. 52, 53) 



8. As per claims 6 & 19 Breen disclosed he information transfer protocol system of claim 1 
and an enterprise system where both are connected by a network and the information transfer 
protocol system further comprising a rule storage and a field value storage and before 
determining the information needed to be entered by the user, determines from the next state of 
the process, the first state dependent business information transfer message, the rule storage, and 
the field value storage, if a enterprise systems message is to be sent and if so determined, -creates 
using the information from the information storage, the first state dependent transfer message, 
and the rule storage, an enterprise systems message -sends the enterprise systems message to the 
enterprise system • updates the information storage and the process. state (paragraphs. 45, 49, 80, 
81) 



9. As per claim 8 Breen disclosed the private exchange server of claim 7, which is further 
comprised of a third information transfer protocol system with a third user wherein the first user 
modifies information in the first information transfer protocol system and based on this 
modification the information transfer protocol modifies information in the third information 
transfer protocol system for use by the third user (paragraphs. 45, 80, 81, 82). 
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1 0. As per claim 9 Breen disclosed the private exchange server of claim 7 and a fourth 
information transfer protocol system with a fourth user where the fourth information transfer 
protocol system is external to the private exchange server, both connected to a network that 
supports the information transfer protocol, wherein the first user modifies information in the first 
information transfer protocol system and based on this modification the information transfer 
protocol modifies information in the fourth information transfer protocol system for use by the 
fourth user (paragraphs. 45, 80, 81, 82). 

11. As per claim 1 0 Breen disclosed the private exchange server of claim 7, which is further 
comprised of a fifth information transfer protocol system and a sixth information transfer 
protocol system with a sixth user where the sixth information transfer protocol system is external 
to the private exchange system, all connected to a network that supports the information transfer 
protocol, wherein the first user modifies information in the first information transfer protocol 
system and based on this modification the information transfer protocol modifies information in 
the fifth information transfer protocol system and based on this modification the information 
transfer protocol modifies information in the sixth information transfer protocol system for use 
by the sixth user (paragraphs. 45 , 80, 8 1 , 82). 

12. As per claim 1 1 Breen disclosed the private exchange server of claim 7 and an external 
receiver of the information transfer protocol, both connected to a network that supports the 
information transfer protocol, wherein the first user modifies information in the first information 
transfer protocol system and based on this modification the information transfer protocol 
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modifies information in the external receiver of the information transfer protocol (paragraphs. 
34, 49, 50, 80). 



13. As per claim 12 Breen disclosed the private exchange server of claim 7, where each 
information transfer protocol system further consists of a rule storage and a field value storage 
and before determining modifying information needed to be entered by the user, determines from 
the next state of the state dependent information transfer protocol, the rule storage, and the field 
value storage, if an automated response is to: be sent and if so determined, • creates using the 
information from the information storage, the state of the state dependent information transfer 
protocol, and the rule storage, a state dependent information transfer message • sends the state 
dependent message to the receiving information transfer protocol system.* updates the 
information storage and the state of the state dependent information transfer protocol 
(paragraphs. 34, 49, 50, 80). 

14. As per claim 13 Breen disclosed the private exchange server of claim 7 and an enterprise 
system where, both are connected by a network and where each information transfer protocol 
system further consists of a rule storage and a field value storage and before determining 
modifying information needed to be entered by the user, determines from the next state of the 
state dependent information transfer protocol, the rule storage, and the field value storage, if an 
enterprise message is to be sent and if so determined, (paragraphs. 60 thru 64) • creates using the 
information from the information storage, the state of the state dependent information transfer 
protocol, and the rule storage, an enterprise message sends the enterprise message to the 
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enterprise system updates the information storage and the state of the state dependent 
information transfer protocol (paragraphs. 34, 49, 50, 80). 

15. As per claim 14 Breen disclosed the private exchange server of claim 7 and an enterprise 
system where both are connected by a network and where each information transfer protocol 
system further consists of a rule storage and a field value storage and before determining 
modifying information needed to be entered by the user, determines from the next state of the 
state dependent information transfer protocol, the rule storage, and the field value storage 
(paragraphs. 60 thru 64), if the, modifying information is in an enterprise message and if so 
determined, • receives the enterprise message with the modifying information , • creates using 
the modifying information, information from the information storage, the state of the state 
dependent transfer, and the rule storage, a state dependent information transfer message , • sends 
the state dependent information transfer message to the receiving information transfer protocol 
system (paragraphs. 34, 49, 50, 80). 

16. As per claim 15 Breen disclosed the information transfer protocol system of claim 1 and 
an enterprise system where both are connected by a network and each information transfer 
protocol system further comprising a rule storage and a field value storage and before 
determining the information needed to be entered by the user, determines from the next state of 
the process, the first state dependent business information transfer message, the rule storage, and 
the field value storage, if the modifying information is in an enterprise message and if so 
determined, • receives the enterprise message; • creates using the information from the 
information storage, the first state dependent transfer message, the rule storage, and the 
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enterprise systems message, a second state dependent information transfer message, • sends the 
second state dependent information transfer message to the network and, • updates the 
information storage and the process state; • completes the operation on the first state dependent 
information transfer message (paragraphs. 34, 49, 50, 80).. 

17. As per claim 18 Breen disclosed the closed loop business process exchange of Claim 17, 
a third business process system with a third user, where the closed loop business process 
exchange and the third business process system are connected by a network that supports the 
information transfer protocol wherein the first user using the first business process system 
initiates the closed loop business process with the third business process system with the third 
user, the third user responds using the third business process system to the first business process 
system with the first user, and the closed loop business process loops between the first user and 
the third user until the closed loop business process completes (paragraphs. 34, 45, 49 & 80). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asghar Bilgrami whose telephone number is 571-272-3907. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:00-5 :00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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